06/10/03

TUE 11:01 PAX 1 867 536 2806

KASKA TRI.BAL COUNCIL

-tH

STEVE WALSH

•'

ECONOMCFRAMEWORKAGREEMENT

BETWEEN:
THE GOVERNMENT OF YUKON, as represented
by the Premier of the Yukon
("Yukon'"}

AND:
THE KASKA, as represented by the Li.ud First Nation,
the Ross River Dena Council, the Daylu Dena Council.
the Dease River First Nation, the Kwadacha First Nation,
the Kaska

Dena Council, and the Kaska Tribal Council
·
(''the Kaskaj

WHEREAS Yukon and the Kaska concluded a Bilateral Agreement and executed
it oo the gtll day of May, 2003; and

WHEREAS representatives of Yukon and the Kaska have recently held
discussions which have resulted ln an agreement on the tenns of an economic
partnership between the Kaska and Yukon, on a government to government
basis, in respect of the development of the lands and resources wtthin the Kaska

Traditional Territory, and
WHeREAS Yukon and the Kaska wish to record the tanns of that agreement,
THE:REFORE. fn cof'\sfderatlon of the premises al'ld the mutual covenants and
agreements hereinafter set out, Yukon and the Kaska hereby agree with each
other as follows:

1.0

PURPOSE

1 .1

The purpose of this Agreement is:

(a)

to establish an economic partnership between the Yukon and . .
Kaska in re$pect of the management, development and beneficial
enjoyment of the land3 and resouroes within the Kaska Traditional
Territory; and
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to confirm the steps the parties shall take In respect of specific
economic issues.

1.2

Yukon shall ensure that the purpose and spirit of this Agreement are
conveyed to all government officials and departments Who may be
involved in nego.tiations towards Kaska Agreements or in the management
of lands and resources in the Kaska Traditionaf Territory.

2.0

ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP

-2. 1

The specfflc measures agreed to by the parties are set out In Schedules
"A" and '"B" which are attached to and form part ofthls Agreement.

2.2

Jmmedfately following the signing of this Agreement the parties shall
establish a working group to assist in the development of any further
agreements required in relation to economic partnership between Yukon
and the Kaska. In the event the parties detenntne that the Kaska/Yukon
Economic Table is the appropriate worfdng group for the development of
such further agreements, its mandate shall be adjusted accordingly.

3.0

JNTERPRETATION

3.1

This Agreement
(a)

shall not be construed so as to abrogate or derogate from, or define
th~ content of, the Kaska's aborlgtnal rights, titles and interests In
and to the Kaska Traditional Territory;

{b)

shall not be construed so as to abrogate or derogate from any
fiduciary duties or other obligations owed to the Kaska by either the
Crown in Right of Canada or by the Yukon in respect -of the Kaska's
aboriginal rights, titles and interests; and

(c)

is intended to be without prejudrce to the litigation commenced by
the Kaska agafnst Canada.

4.0

TERM OF THIS AGREEMENT

4A

The parties agree that this Agreement shall terminate upon rattncatlon of
all Kaska Agreements, but may be extended by agreement of the parties.

4.2

Thfs Agreement may be terminated by either party by providing 60 days
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notice In writing.

S.0

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

5.1

Subject to 5.2 any disagreement ora inter.pretation or implementation of this
Agreement shall be referrect to the principles for resofutJon.

5.2

This Agreement is without prejudice to the rights of the parties to refer any

dispute to court.
6.0

6.1

CONTACT REPRESENTATIVES

Kaska:
Tribal Chief

Kaska Tribal Council

Box530
Watson Lake, Y.T.

YOA 1CO
Fax; (867) 536-2806

6.2

· Government of Yukon:
Deputy Minister
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources
Government of Yukon

Box2703
Whitehorse, Y.T.
Y1A 1C6
Fax: (867) 667-8601

7.0

AMENDMENTS

7. 1

This Agreement may be amended upon their wrttten agreement of the

parties.
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SIGNED1111S~Gf
of Whitehorse in the Yukon Territ~

·H-+

, 2003, in the City

GOVERNMENTOFYLJKON

:J)p

STEVE WALSH

:6::

Dennis Fentie, Premier Of the Yukon
Nation
Tribal Chief
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ECONOMtc FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT
ECONOMIC BENEFITS AND ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP
SCHEDULE "A11

The parties agree the initiatives set out herein will be the Immediate focus of
discussions in an effort to achieve an agreement on the economic partnership
and economic benefit Interests set out in this Agreement. The list of initiatives set
out herein may be amended from time to time.

The Government of Yukon shall provide two hundred thousand dollars
($200,000) to the Kaska pursuant to a dury executed contribution agreement, for
the purposes of concluding an agreement for oil and gas disposition in the
Southeast Yukon.
The action plan identified for each initiative, is intended as a workplan for the
parties to achieve the intended objecthles of the parties.

1.0

OIL AND GAS DISPOSmONS IN SOUTHEAST YUKON

1. 1

It is the intention of the parties to explore and determine a process that
provides for a planned disposition for the exploration of olJ and gas
interests in the Southeast Yukon. The matters to be considered include
but are not lnte,:ided to be limited to the following:
a.

organizing and conducting a workshop on the existing disposition
process;

b.

c.

organizing and conducting an "Oil and Gas Forum" in the Kaska
Tradltfonal Territory which would inform local residents of the
potential economic opportunities. The forum would Include industry
participation and is not intended to be resourced out of the above
noted s200,ooo;
concluding an agreement on the sharing of revenues sssociated

wHh this initiative.

Such an agreement would form part of the

Resource Revenue Sharing Agreement identified In Schedule "8~;

d.

agreeing to a proce$s of resource planning that takes Into account
an integrated strategy for 811 economic values in an agreed to study
area within the Kaska Tradftlonal Territory. It Is the understanding
of the parties that this process wHI not be resourced out of the
above noted $200,000;
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explore options for access to oH and gas In the Soudlf>ast Yukon.
Such exploration would take into account the potential for

construction. maintenance. controUed access and a service centre
for resource development fn the Southeast Yukon portion of the

Kaska Traditional Territory;
f.

identifying economic benefits and developing a strategy for Kaska
businesses to be fully prepared to partfcfpate in such benefits. This

strategy will consider potentJaJ equ;ty participation with industry and
will identify the equity necessary for the Kaska to tal<:e advantage of
contracts associated with dispositions of oil and gas in their
Traditional Territory. It will also consider employment opportunities

and make recommendations with respect to training considerations
.and needs, and

g.
2.0

such other matters as the parties agree.

CANTUNG ROAD MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
2.1

It is the intention of the parties to monitor and direct the negottation
of a road maintenance contract for the Kaska that wm replace the
existing agreement between the Government of Yukon and North

American Tungsten.
a.

A representative for the Transportation Branch of the Department of

lnfra$fIUcture department has provided an overview of the existing
contract to the parties in Ross River.
b.

The Transportation Branch representative and a Kaska
representative from the Liard First Nation have been tasked
identifying the elements of the replacement contract. Training shall

wm,

be one of those elements.

c,

Upon completing the Yukon and Kaska understanding of the
elements of the replacement contract. the parties will arrange a
meetlng with North American Tungsten to determine their Interests
and to identify with North American Tungsten how those interests

should be reflected in the eventual replacement contract.
3.0

RECLAMATION/REMEDIATION
3.1

As soon as possible after the OTA comes into effect. the parties will
begin discussions with respect to Type II sites within the Kaska
Traditional Territory. These discussions are Intended to set out a
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planning. process with respect to the reclamation plans and policies
for each of the Type U sit.es with a view to provtdlng preferential
economic opportunities for the Kaska in respect of such
reclamation. The parties intend that those plans will take Into
account the actual cost of remediation and will include a financial
plan to Implement the cleanup.

3.2

The parttes intend to work with DIAND and the Waste Management
Committee to prioritize the remediation of known sites within the
Kaska Traditional Territory and to develop an implementation plan

for the remediation.
4.0

AKITA DRILL TRArNING PROJECT
4. 1

S.O

The parties shall set out the parameters of the Akita Orm Training
Project and monitor the progress of all planning and implementation
associated with the Project.

R15 ORDER-IN-COUNCIL
5.1

Yukon agrees that it will, pursuant to Yukon legislatlon, make or
execute regulations, orders, and other instruments satisfactory to
the Parties jn order to provide the Kaska or a Kaska Business

mining tenures or rights to Ross River Dena Council land selection
R15 on reasonable commercial terms, such rights to include the
right tci explore, develop, and mine that land.

6.0

ALASKA HIGHWAY/MACKENZIE PIPELINE PROJECTS

6.1

The parties agree to begin discussions with au other Yukon First
Nations whose Traditlcmal Territory the FoothiUs Pipeline right..of~
way runs through to explore options in respect of a common
It is the
approach to development along that right of way.

understanding of the parties that these discussions will not be
resourced out of the above noted $200,000.
6.2

The parties agree to begin discussions with respect to economic,
employment and training opportunities associated with the
MacKenzie Valley Pipeline Project as soon as possible.

ll!OOS

06/10/03

TUE 11:03 FAX l 867 Q36 2806

6.3

KASKh. TRIBAL COUNCIL

++-+

STEVE WALSH

Yukon shall consult with the Kaska in respect of the implementation
of the protocol between the Governments of the Northwest
Territories and Yukon in order to maximize the opportunities
available to the Kaska.
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ECONOMIC FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT
RESOURCE REVENUE SHARJNG
SCHEDULE ,.B..

The parties agree to begin discussions as soon as possible in an effort tn
achieve an agreement with respect to resource revenue sharing, as set out in
this Agreement and the BHateral Agreement. Any such agreement with respect
to resouroe revenue sharing may be amended from time to time.

1.0

OIL AND GAS REVENUES

2.0

FORESTRY REVENUES

l.O

QUARTZ MINING REVENUES

4.0

PLACER MINING REVENUES

6.0

OTHER REVENUES

iJOlO

