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Courtesy Z. Nungak
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EXPERIMENTAL ESKIMOS

by Zebedee Nungak

UUKTURAUTIIT INUIT

Prologue
There was no especial sense of occa-
sion when I left my home and fami-
ly in Puvirnituq on August 14, 1963
to go to school in Ottawa under a
program sponsored by the federal
government. I do not recall sensing
any dread of the unknown or fear of
what was to become of me. In fact,
I was eager in a very innocent way
to get on with the prospect of living
among the Qallunaat.

I had been friends with the likes
of John Knight, the Hudson’s Bay

Db N0 ” N>
Acledo4 s Qb 1964-
WND, AP C NS
Cerd, D4, HADn, dc<,
AN YD ey
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“No Familial
Nourishment.” Zebedee
with siblings, August 1964.
Left to right: Talasia,
Poasie, Harry, Aliva,
Zebedee. Missing from
photo: Alasie, youngest, and
Joanasie, eldest.
“llaganngittiaqg&uni.”
Zebedee ilagijakulungillu

Aagasi 1964-ngutillugu. Saumingmit taliqpimut: Talasia, Poasie, Harry, Aliva, Zebedee.

Jaipiti Nungaup allatangit

Sivulliit imainnirisimajanganik
nalunaigsigutiit
Pijuqarjuaniujaqtumik ippinaqtuqa-
laugsimanngilarluunniit aullaliqtillun-
ga qimatsugit angirrakka ilakkalu
Puvirnitumi Augusi 14, 1963-mi ilin-
niariasitsunga Ottawamut Kanataup
gavamanganut aulatautsuta. Aulajinngi-
langa qaujimanngitarnuulangannira
kappiasuutiginnirmangaakku sivuura-
gutiliviniujaanngisiaqsungalu sunann-
gusalaaliriamik taimaittunniirnima
kinguningagut. Allaali igqaumavunga
silaittuujaraluaqsunga qilanaatuinna-
laugsimagama akuniugituinnaligsugu
gallunaani inuugataugiaqtunitsara.

Ilannaaqarunnaqpalauqsimagama
gallunaalaararnik unatituuqtunik John
Knight niuvigtikkut irningat amma
Timothy Cowley aanniasiuqtikut
irningat. Nalimuuqarungnariamik qal-
lunaalaararnik sunatuinnalimaatsiatigut
qaujimatsialaugsimavunga. Kisianili
apirinaqtuttaqaqpalauqtuq atjiunngit-
tualuugajarmangaat qallunaallarit Dick
amma Jane-kkut nunanganiiliruma,
taakkua isumattinni tautunnguaqpalau-
rattigit qallunaalimaanut iliqqusirijau-
nasugitsugit.

Inutuinnaujuqtigut inuusivut angi-
jummarialummik asitjiqpallialilaugsi-
mammat. Ataatatsiakkuvut qaujimaja-
tuaqaqsimanikuit tavvaniitsainaajuit-
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S.T. Mallon
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Company manager’s son, and
Timothy Cowley, son of the nurse.
That I equalled Qallunaaq kids in
every respect I had no doubt. But
would it be different in the land of
Dick and Jane, that ideal in our mind’s
eye of the Qallunaaq world?

As Inuit, our lives were undergoing
drastic changes. Our grandparents,
who had known only the nomadic
way of life, lived to see our entry into
the fantasy land of formal education.
If our parents had any objections to
handing us over to this semi-mystery,
they tried to bury them in accepting
the explanation that this was all “for
the betterment of everybody.”

S.T. “Mick” Mallon, my teacher
and principal of the Povungnituk
Federal Day School, was my mentor
in getting into this life-changing event.
Mallon’s guidance and advice were
also crucial to my family’s great leap
of faith: that some good would come
out of sending me to the Qallunaar-
juat, the great land of the Qallunaat.

In August 1963 Lester B. Pearson
was prime minister, and John F.
Kennedy was president of the United
States. The first men were being shot
up into space. As I embarked on my

DI by 1962-%N%>d. APIYC Ce™AUS 5AAN 524% odCT Yoot b/ A%, <Dor
JYNE,
Aboard HMCS Cap-de-la-Madeleine, August 1962. Left to Right: Zebedee Nungak, Noadamie

Qumaluk, Lucasie Irqumia, Paulusie Angiyou.

Uniiarjuami Aagasi 1962-ngutillugu. Saumingmit taligpimut: Zebedee Nungak, Noadamie

Qumaluk, Lucasie Irqumia, Paulusi Angiyou.

tuunirmik annaumavitsasiunginnarnir-
mik inuusiqaqsutik anngutilaugsimavut
itiugqatautilluta sulijurnatuujaannguan-
ngittumulluunniit qallunaatitut ilinni-
aqtitaunirmut. Angajuqqaavut ataatak-
kuvut qunumatjutiqanirraluarnirutik
taimaittumut nalunaqtuujaaqtumut ait-
tuutiulirnitinnik qularusuutigaluaminik
saujigasuagsimatuinnattuviniuvut uqa-
utjaugutigivattaminut tamatuma piusi-
uqujauliqtuup “sunalimaamut kinakku-
limaanullu isuaqgsivaallirutaugumaarni-
aninganik” uppirijaqarasuangaaliqsutik.

S.T. “Mick” Mallon, ilisaijigilauqsi-
majara angajuqqaangulaugsimajurlu
kavamatuqakkut ilisarvinganik Puvir-
nitumi tasiuqtigisimavara itiqtitsijigisi-
matsugu tamatumunga inuusirmi asit-
jinaqtuttagammarittumut. "Taatsuma
Mallon isumaliurilaugsimaninga tunnga-
vigijausimammarikkivuq ilama ukpiri-
jaqarasualilaugsimaninginnut isuaqtut-
taqarumaarninganik aullatitaunirma
gallunaarjuanut, taavungaaluk qallunaat
nunangannut.

Taimaitillugu inuusiup asitsianganik
aturiasilaugsimavunga mitsimiutarinngi-
siaqtanganik atuqtaulauqsimajulimaap
aullarama asuilaak tamatumungarjuaq
tuqqusitsunga. Takulangajugut sunauvva
uutturautiviniugatta taimaak allaat
uutturautimik taijautsiatuinnaqtillugu.
"Taitsumani Lester B. Pearson anga-
juqqaangusimavuq kanatami amma
John E. Kennedy angajuqqaangulluni
Amiarikani, qallunaanilu anirnigarnan-
ngittumut qummuatitauqattarianngaq-
put. Taanna inuusilimaaq iluittuq suurlu
uvannut sivituniqagsimavuq arraagunik
6-nik.

Taatsuma unikkaasaup ilulingit ilaug-
turiaqanngillalluunniit ilangagut im-
magqaa sulinngitutitut unikkaatuatuin-
naujurijaugunnatuugaluat. Uutturaq-
tuviniit qaujimagasuarunnaituvinium-
mata uutturarningat pigiagqammiutil-
lugu suli isumaqaqtuviniuniannguuri-
naqtut qallunaaniitsuta atuutiqattata-
vinittinik attaviqatsiarunnasinnirutta
inuusilimaattinni quviasutuinnapanni-
alirluta qanuinniarunnaigasugitsilutit.
Tamannali uutturautiuniviniq kingu-
niqagpuq ullumi suli atuutiqattatunik
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Zebedee at 11, in the Federal Day School in
Puvirnitug, February 1963.

Zebedee arvanguqaqduni 11-nik ilinniaq&runi
Puvirnigtuurmi ilinniarvingmi, Viivuari
1963-mi.

own momentous journey, one bear-
ing no reladon to anything that had
happened before, a new lifeime began
for me. It would last six years.

As we will see, it was an experi-
ment in the true sense of the word.
The experimenters quit monitoring
itin the early stages. They probably
assumed that our exposure to the
Qallunaat experience had taken hold
strongly enough for us to “live hap-
pily ever after.” But the consequences
of the original scheme are still unfold-
ing in the lives of those who lived
this experience, which is surreal in
many ways.

The following short account won’t
fill in all the blanks, being only the
start of one young Eskimo boy’s
recollection of having been an experi-
mentee. This story needs no embel-
lishment; some of it would read well
in a novel.

“Above Average”

There is no fluff or ambiguity in the
memorandum to the Director of the
Northern Administration Branch of
the Department of Northern Affairs

inuusinginni taakkua uutturautiutsutik
taimaittuuqquuqtitaviniit, atugsima-
jangillu amisunik ajugaittuugutiqagput
sulijurnannguaqtuujaanngitunik.
Ukuataga naittumik unikkaanguni-

aqtut tamainnilimaaraaluk sunamitsini-
anngituugaluat unikkaasanik pigiarnili-
gutituinnaugamik atausiup inuup suru-
siapiulaugsimajuup aulajijaqarutinginnik
uutturautiuqataulauqgsimanivinirminik.

“Iquvvasinnisaq Pijunnaniqarutau-
junit”

Ilaaqtusimauttaqanngilat nalunaqigu-
titaqaratillu titiraqtaujuviniit turaaq-
tautillugu tukimuattisiji ukiuqtaqtumi
inulirijituqakkunni DNA & NR-kkun-
ni. Aulatsijiukainnatitaviniq inulirijini
angajuqqaaq allatuviniummat Mai 29,
1964-mi imailijunik:

"Qallunaat piqqusingittigut ilinniari-
aqsimajuit qallunaat nunanganik
Kanatami

Naamatsattummarialunougut pijuqaq-
simagutawjunik uutturautiqarnittinni
Faipiti Nunngarmik Eric Tagurnaamik
ammalu Peter Itinnuamik taakkua
ilisariaqtugsimammata Ottawanti
itigsimallutilly tukinguquqi 6-mi
amma T-mi. lisaijingit uqagsimavut
qularnannginniraitsutik aniguiniar-
ninginnik puqtuningata tungalianut
itigtutsanguniaqsutik Juunimi. lin-
niarutingitta nautsiatuqtaugutingit
angirrautiqattatangit saqqititsisimavut
taakkua pitagarmata quovasinnisaut-
sutik pijunnarniqarutaujunit ilinnia-
qatimitta qitivaisimautingit pijunnar-
niqarnisauwvigillunigit, taimaitsutillu
piliutigataugunnasiarmata (piliutju-
raqataugUNNASIArmMata) Surusiujunit
(kakkalaagujunit) qallunaat nunangani
Kanatami. Iinniarutiit nautsituqtau-
gutinginni qaujimaliqtavut faipiti
qUUVASINNISAUININAL PIUNNATNIqariL-
tawjuit qitiraqtausimagusinginni iluun-
natsianginni ilinniatitaugutilimaamini,
ammalu ErikukPeterkuk taimaimmi-
tillugik amisuni ilinniarutini. Huun-
natik taakkua surusiit sungiutitsiasi-
maligput qallunaat nunangani inuu-
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Courtesy Zebedee Nungak
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“Many scraped elbows
and knees.” Learning to
ride a bike in Dundas,
Ontario, August 1963.
Zebedee stayed with the
Vallee family in Dundas,

near Hamilton, before

being taken to Ottawa. Left to right: Dick Vallee, Frances Vallee, Zebedee Nungak.

“Tkusingillu siigqungillu aanniqtuinnait.” Paisikuurnirmik ilinniarasuk&uni Dundas-mi

Ontario-mi 1963-ngutillugu. Zebedee tujurmilauqpuq Valeekkunni taikani Dundas-mi

Hamilton qanigijangani, ilinniariaqtulaunnginningani Ottawa-mut. Saumingmit taliqpimut:

Dick Valee, Frances Valee, Zebedee Nungak.
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and National Resources. The Acting
Administrator of the Arctic wrote it
on May 29 1964, and I quote:

Academic Students in Southern
Canada

We bave been gratified by the results
of the experiment involving Zebedee
Nungak, Eric lagoona and Peter
Ittinuar, who are attending school in
Ottawa and in grades six, seven, and
seven respectively. Their teachers say
there is no doubt regarding their
passing into the next grade in June.
Examination papers which they bring
home show that they are achieving
above class average and that they
are capable of competing with children
in southern Canada. Report cards
indicate that Zebedee is above average
in all subjects, and Eric and Peter in
quite a few. All three boys have
adjusted well to southern living and
bave progressed well with extra-cur-
ricular activities such as judo, swim-
ming, music, and community sports
such as hockey and softball. They have
also made many friends through school,
community and church activities.

giamik ammalu pivalliasimatsiasutik
ilisarniup silataagut pigasuaqatauguti-
grvattaminnik makuninga paajarninik,
(udo) puijjurarninik, tusarnijaarutili-
rinirnik, ammaly nunalimmini pinngu-
arutawvattunik iligijugtunut hakirni-
nut anaullanirnuly, taimalu suli ami-
sunik ilannaataaqattasimavut ilinni-
avimmitigut pinasuaqatauqattaniymiti-
gullu atjigiinngitunik nunalinni piju-
qaqtisigutinik tuksiavittiguugtunily.”

Unikkaarijaujugulli piujurivallaagu-
titsamik amiakkujaunngimmarikpugut.
Taakkua titiqqait apiriutiqalirmisutillu
ganuq nanilu surusiujugut uutturautiu-
jugut kajulilaalirmangaatta ilisarnittin-
nik. Uqaqsutik imaak, “itaakkuali inuit
(Iskimuut) sungiutisimalirmata pijunnar-
niqariaqarnisaugutinginnik puqtuniqsau-
gutinginnillu Ontariomiut ilinnianiqaqti-
taugusingitta, qaujimaligsutillu piliutji-
rarnatuugutinginnik nauwkkulimaaq inu-
ugasuarniup qallunaat nunanganni, isu-
maqaliqput taakkunanngat marruuk
pivallinigpaangugajaqturitsugik kajusip-
patik ilisarnirminnik taimaittullutik.”

Uukturauti taanna taimaallu taijaut-
siatuinnatsuni piliriatuaqatsiapuq uvat-
tinnik pingasunit kamaniarutaujunik
taakkunani allaqattautigutaujuni. Pim-
mariummijuugaluat asivut tamatumunga
gilatsutausimagqatillarivut iqqagijaullu-
anitjangilat: ilavut nunagijavullu gimat-
simajavut sunauvva niqtutauqattaniaq-
suta kamajigijattinnut taijauqattarunna-
tsuta inuapinnik pisitmmariapinnik ma-
kitagunnasiaqtunik qallunaaniugaluaq.

Taatsuma unikkaasaup arraagunik
amisunik pirurvisaminiittuaninga naam-
maksivuq taga unikkaalirlugu iluliqaq-
sunilu sivuninganinitarnik, atuligtilu-
gunitarnik, kinguninganinitarnik,
kingunaanikuqarninganuulingajunik
amma atuniutilluta attutausimautivut
pimmilutik. Tappikkua qulaani takul-
lapigutigirataaqtavut pigialisaaqtillugu-
unitauvut. Pijuqarutaulauqsimagutvut
ukiuqtaqtumi kanatamilu qaangagut
attarimmarillugu gisulaupillataqtitut
pilangavara tavvani.

Ugqautaugatta “quvvasinnisauniraq-
taulluta pijunnarniqarutaujunit” sulilu-

87 ¢ 2000

INUKTITUT



a CHCPLI Ao AN Nar-
IbCPHCaTNI D> P Y Do
ovaco MNG*Ie® D<K
qubJG'_). 7

Datba? DY ADIaedNNr®
Ay DM Lat> e, Codd NNPbAS
INDNBTANTDS bo™ aos> APY-
DRJE DODADYIC beeetLMC
AcNTNes, DN AL, “Ctdde
AoAC (AP APDNPLLC ANC-
bl b \DJIN M e >*D™h-
DINM e I*NADIMDC Ao deb™-
NCDJIAPC, BDALSYNTD AcDe-
RGN DA™ AsLAd-
aD¢ b et oo, A/LSDC
Coda™s P A o™ LYy ™D-
A bPKN® AcNo e CAL-
ADI5Ne.”

DeISDN Ca CAL CAYDYAD-
Nl AenDIBY D DSN°e®
NLAo® bledPCDYe® Cdao -
BCONICDNG. ALaDTRLSAS APD©
CLOIM “PACDALBN en>C A™bM-
7D M A€ 0al7 D0
PLYLZDC AaDC DD BCad™-
AC bLAM7N%S CAYDBCPSAC
AodNe® ANLadNe® LPCJ%ar-
*Io® b Hacblod™,

CL Da®b\D¢ d*e® dMide®
APANTe Dol YD CL Dot-
bsd Ascbas PO oaCio®,
P*NodoCe®, PUetboaCe®,
Puagdbictlsctie® 'L Doh-
HC AOCDLDNDC ATHNe. C4-
N deo CAINPICHCOC APS-
APNJeCDOC ARBPCDDPPLI-
N> DPDPC®IM baCl> LIS
CatlnTsd PADACNMDC
ARG Ca.

DBDCDLC “I<P DG CDHC
ARSCbPCPR” AenN® DB™KC
APl ARaSINAalod®d-
LS (o ADWAT Cd*NDb-
CDRNJC. PPt CD™ T b en®PD™®
arAnds CAYDI LT LC “d<-
o\ AMRbPCDRe” AcDrLo-
GCDHC APLRNE (AsYda-
MO) ANNPLM e Leoe
NP LG CDINM DM *ICDINNe®
CAYDSC™Ie® deo, CALANNNY-
L79% SBDRLLAQ™CD/LE MM LA AN®
DN DPIDNA s

As subjects, we are not left with

much else to brag about. The memo

goes on to ponder the question of

how and where the boys of the experi-

ment will continue their education.
It says, “Now that these Eskimos have
become accustomed to the higher stan-
dards of the Ontario school system and
the competitive aura of all aspects of
southern living, we think that at least
two of them would benefit most by
continuing their education in this
environment.”

The experiment, as it is baldly
called here, is preoccupied with the
three of us being oohed and aahed
about in these memos. Significant
others who were just as intimately
tied to the whole deal — the families
and communities we left behind as
we set off to be glorified by our
handlers as bright young Eskimos
doing brilliantly in Qallunaat-dom —
did not get much attention.

After years of percolation this story

is now ready to be told. It has a
Before, a During, an After; as well
as an Aftermath, and continuing
Epilogues. The above glimpse is
from the early “During” stage. It is

tik uqagpata sulijurnarunnatunut piju-
ritjutitsarigaluaqtuujaagpavut tavvani
atjinnguami takuksauqataujutigut. Kisia-
niktauq miksiqallarikkivuq amisutigut
taljjaugunnagsimammigatta “quvvasin-
nisamik pijunnarniqarutaujuni” ilausi-
maniraqtaulluta pitsianngitjutiit (inuut-
siananngittut) pitjutigillugit tamanna
malilluni pitsiarniraqtaugutigillugit
niqtutaugutittinnik taijaurataaqtunik
qulaani, taimaitjutigisimajavullu qauji-
magasuaqtausimanngimmaritsutik
uvattinnik uukturautilivinirnut.

Qallunaaguniqsauniq qallunaanit
Upigusuutiqatsiaqsutik allagutiviniit
pijunnanniriqattatattinnik pivalliajat-
tinniglu kamanigpaangujunut inuliriji-
tuqakkut timiqutinganni pinasuaqtinut
sunamitsijumik uqarutiqaraluarniqqut.
Ugqausirminik angillitirinngimmarillu-
tik uqakkannirajaqtuksaunniqqut uvat-
tinnik inuapinnik surusirnik pijunnaniq-
sauniraillutik gallunaanit (qallunaangu-
gunnanigsauniraqtaulluta qallunaanit)
pigasuaqattarnittinni amisuni. Isuma-
ganngisiaqsuta sunanngurajariattinnik
arraagunik amisunik qallunaatitut inu-
uqattappalaukannitta kinguningagut,
pigasuammaritsimavugut inuuqataum-

Hamilton family

DEM AN 1964-%N%d, Ab1%%00a MK [IDnTt Co9> HALCIE I bedd
b PKo AP DHo, ZANN 25U P CNe Do

In Ottawa suburbia, 1964. With Mildred and Donald Hamilton, Zebedee’s foster parents in
Ottawa. Qalingo Tookalak, centre left, Zebedee Nungak, centre right.

Ottawa-mi iglugasarjulingmi 1964-ngutillugu, pigatiqaqdruni tiguagsiminik Mildredmik

Donaldmilu Hamiltonkkut Ottawami. Qalingo Tookalagly qitiani saumiq&iulluni, Zebedee

Nungarlu gitiani taliqpik&iulluni.
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an episode of Arctic and Canadian
history whose surface I am about to
ever-so-gently scratch.

Being described as “above average”
by such an authoritative source should
be a point of pride for those of us in
the picture. The fact is, many of us
also eventually rated “above average”
in some area of vice along with the
virtue documented above, all to the
indifference of the experimenters.

“Out-Kodlunarning” the
Qallunaat

The glowing reports of our achieve-
ments by senior officers in the
Northern Administration Branch
said it all. Without overstating any-
thing, they could well have added
that we Eskimo boys were “out
Kodlunarning” the Qallunaat in
many of our endeavours. Without

a thought as to what we were to
become after living as Qallunaat for
a few years, we tackled life in south-
ern suburbia with an instinctive
determination which was second
nature in all we did.

o b act IS 1964-I. AP CAIT b Dbt PH 5, NS <OnD, 504N
22U o dS cOnS, A OnS, o AP LR PP

Among the Dick and Fane characters, Ottawa, September 1964. Left to Right: Qalingo
Tukalak with dog, Bernard Latreille, Zebedee Nungak, Nicole Latreille, Louise Latreille, with

two unidentified children.

Akunninginni qallunaalaat Otawami, 1964-mi. Saumingmit taligpimut Qalingo Tookalak

qimmirlu, Bernard Latreille, Zebedee Nungak, Nicole Latreille, Louise Latreille, ammalu

surusiik marruuk kitukkiag.

marigasuaqsuta pigunnavvilimaattigut
gallunaat nunaminiittut najuqsugit
ajuinnanniqatsiasuta sapiqtailitsiaqsu-
talu pigasualiqtalimaavut pijunnani-
gammarialuvvigigasuaqsugit.

Uvannulli qallunaatitut uqausiq
Determination (sapiligtailitsianiq) tukil-
immarialuqutigivara. Ilisaqtuni grade
6-tsunga Parkway Public School-mi
Ottawami ilisaqatikkalu atuaqsigiuqsa-
laugsimavugut atautsikaaqtisuta ilisaqtut
sivuraanut nikuvigiaqaqsuta atuaqsilu-
talu nitjaaluta takinaaqtinngittunik alla-
simajunik. Tavvali Chris C.-mik atilik
tammagqattatualuusivuq atuarasuaqta-
minik uqatsianngikatasitsuni imaak
DEE-ter DEE-ter-MINE uqariaqara-
luagsuni de-TURR-min, uvangalu qau-
jimatsunga uqarasuaqtanganik! Tautut-
sugu Chris qallunaalaaraq tammataqat-
tasunilu nalugijalik namminiq uqausi-
raluaminik atsualuk quvvarutigilaugsi-
mavara makivaallirutigitsugu, immi-
niglu sunaulluannginnisautinnimik
gallunaalaararnit piulianginnaanniru-
ma tamakkua piitsiasutik uvannit pili-
laugsimavut, pijunnasikkannituinna-
sungalu.

Pijunnasiaqtualuugatta tavva ilis-
arvittinni tamanna pitjutiginiqpaari-
gattigut qallunaaniimmarigutigitsugu,
sunasuaqtalimaattinnik asilimaangin-
nik pisitiugutiqagpalaugsimavugut
pigatiqarunnasiagsutalu naulimaat-
sianik. Ajugaittuujaaqpuq kinamilluun-
niit unnilugutigillugu uqarutitsaqanngin-
nama taitsumanitarmik uqaalunga.
Kamajivut anaanannguakkuvut pitsiati-
gisimagattigit; ilisaijivullu piuniqpaa-
siangutsutik pijunnatualuutsutik; kava-
makkullu pinasuttingit kamagijaliit
tamatuminga uutturautimik isuaqtulit-
sainarasuaqpalaurmata pivitsutittauq
nalujummarialuuvakkaluagsutik pijaa-
rinngitaminik nalunaratik.

Pinnguanirnik pisitialuuvalauqpugut
piluagsugit paajaqtunik judo-mik ammalu
puijjurarninik. Eric Tagurnaalu Peter
Itinnualu uvangalu nuitalaugsimavugut
paajaqtiit qimirruanginni fudo World
taijaujuni 1964-ngutillugu. Atunit saa-
lagagsimavalaugsimavugut amisualuit
paajaqtillugit aatuvaalimaamilu piliut-
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Champions: Peter Ittinuar, left, and Eric Tagoona, right, display their judo trophies in the
backyard of their boarding home on Fellows Road, Ottawa.

Saalaksaqtiik: Peter Itinnuaq saumirmi, amma Eric Tagoona taliqpimi paajarnirmik

Juutuumik saalaksaqtamingnik upigijaqaq&utik ajjilingtauvnuk tujurmigvigilaugtamingni

Ottawami.
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For me, the English word “deter-
mination” has a special significance.
In grade 6 at Parkway Public School
in Ottawa, our class was in the midst
of reading exercises in which each
pupil had to stand in front of the class
and read a short section of text out
loud. Here was Chris C., bungling
his turn up front by torturing “DEE-
ter, DEE-ter-MINE” for the word
“de-TURR-min,” which I knew!
Observing Chris, a Qallunaalaarag,
struggle with a word in his own lan-
guage, did wonders for my self-esteem
and blew away all traces of inferiority
that may have yet lingered in me.

Other than doing well in school,
which was the primary purpose of
our deep immersion, we did well
in everything else, and got along
famously with just about everybody.
Amazingly, I have nothing bad to say
about anybody during that period.
Our foster parents (guardians) were
good people; our teachers were
grade A, first class; government
officials supervising the experiment

juraqdllugit uqumainiqaqatittinni saala-
gagsimanigpaanguvatsuta. Taivit anna-
naut aipparitsugu tusarnijaarutinut pisi-
tuliutijuni talasakkut nuitatsuta CJOH-
kkut saalaqalauqsimagivuguk pikkusau-
taujuq sivulliqpaaq pijaritsugu.

Ericlu, Peterlu, Thomas Kallulu,
uvangaluulluta tusarnijaarutinut pin-
nguatiulluta tdlijaugatta sivalligpaan-
gulluta Rock Mass-nguniraqtamik tusar-
nijaarutiit atuqsugit inngiqattappalauq-
simavugut Ottawap nunalingata angi-
likamiut tuksiavinginni ataniup tuksia-
rutinga ataatavuuruti inngipatsugu
nipiqaqtillugu Scarborough Fair-mik
inngitimmarialuit Simon & Garfunkel-
kut inngirutiliarisimajangani.

Qimmijuariaqtupalaugpugut, kiinau-
jaqtaarivattattinnik niuvirutiqagpalaug-
pugut mamaqtunik aiskuriimnik niu-
virvialummi Shoppers City-mi, aqui-
maviliagsimavatsutalu pinasuarusiit
nungunginni imaup qaangagut siturau-
sijariaqtusuta, aapunillu nunivatpatsuta
ukiami pirutuarmata, quviasuqataungin-
naujagpatsutalu qallunaani taimaiqua-
tinik taakkualu ilisautiniittuni Dick, Jane
amma Sally-kkunni atjisiangulutik.

"Taimaimmat naammanaaqtuujaar-
nanngilaq apiqqutiujariaganngittumillu
apiqqutiqarasuaqtuujaarnasuni imaili-
jumik “sunamik taima isuannginnirarat-
samik pitaqaqpa taatsuma atjinnguap
iluani?”

Atjinnguaq una sunamik isuanngit-
tuqtaqaqpa?

Uutturautauniq manna pigialiqtillugu
aqqaaguqalaugsimavunga 12-nik suru-
situinnaugunnaipallialiqgsungalu. Naju-
gatuqattinni nunagijattinni inuulirni-
kuuluni pirugpalliasimannarmat kajun-
girijagarnaqsuni pijumatsiataqarnasunilu
uumajurasuaqgsitinngurumanirmik
pigalaaruminaqsimatsunilu nangminir-
ilugit qimminik qimuksiutinik pijun-
nasiammarilaaruminagsimatsunilu
inuit pijunnausituqammarialungitdgut
takullapigunnasisimalugit atuqtautil-
lugit ataatattinnut ataatatsiattinnulu.
Kipuluasunili inuusiq asitjitummaria-
luuliqtillugu tamakkua aulajiliqpallia-
ligtilluta piusiusimajut inillangaitjaa-
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were exceptional in their efforts to
do right, even if they were sometimes
quite ignorant in an innocent way.

We excelled in sports, especially
judo and swimming. Eric Tagoona,
Peter Ittinuar and I appeared in a
1964 edition of Fudo World magazine.
At various times we each held tour-
nament and city championships in
judo in our respective weight classes.
David Annanowt and I entered a
music contest on local television
station CJOH, and won first prize!

Eric, Peter, Thomas Kudloo and
I formed a band and got recruited
to conduct the first “rock mass”
music in the city’s Anglican churches,
singing the Lord’s Prayer to the tune
of “Scarborough Fair” by Simon
and Garfunkel.

We went horseback riding, spent
our allowances on custard cones at
Shopper’ City, went to the cottage on
weekends to water ski, picked apples
off of trees in the fall, and generally
had a “great ole time” with our Qal-
lunaaq peers, who were in fact the
very textbook Dicks, Janes, and Sallys.

It therefore seems an inappro-
priately rude intrusion to ask the

tiqtausimavut inuusiq qaujimmasauti-
tuaviniraluavut tavvainnaq taannau-
gunnaisiaqsuni!

Ilisariaqalirniq qallunaat piusingit-
tiguuqtunik sajuppillattaugutigisimaju-
wjaarattigut inuusittinni kinguvaangu-
juni taimaikkuariitigut. Qimaigiaqaliq-
suta ilisimagiaqarniraluattinnik inuit
piusingittigut, sunauvva apuqtapanni-
aligsuta isuanngittunut piqqajanngin-
naqtunullu taimaittukkuurnitta pilaqi-
janginnut. Tamatuma piusirigajaqta-
viningata inillangagunnaisimaninga
atatsiarunnaipalliagutausimavut atavi-
qatsianittinik attanaittumik ilattinnut,
avatituqattinnut, uqausittinnut iliqqu-
sittinnullu, taimannganirjuanitait atta-
viqagsimagusivut sunattumik singitau-
laugsimammata inuugiaqalirnittinnut
sivunitsata quasaanaqtutangit tikiutit-
sautigisimalirlugit suurlu angumaga-
suarialivut tapanatjagunnairiigsutik
gallunaat Dick-kkut Jane-kkullu naju-
ganganni, silarjuanganni ilaa.

Qallunaanut aullatillunga 1963-mi
ingirrautiit tusarutiillu nunalittinni
piutsialaugsimanngilat. Tusaqpalauq-
pugut ilattinnit allasimajuqtigut kisiani
siarugiangulirmallu nipiliugsimajutigut
tusarungnappalilauraluarmisuta. Qangat-

DI CALS b Jbet, AC Aoy YAIY JbA, YAAN 24% AAL [4 CLY Wit

Left to right: Qalingo Tookalak, Peter Inukpuk, Famesie Tukai, Zebedee Nungak, Saima Mark,
Tamusi Qumak.
Saumingmit taligpimut: Qalingo Tookalak, Peter Inukpuk, Jamesie Tukai, Zebedee Nungak, Saima
Mark, Tamusi Quimak.
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Zebedee’s Grade 9 school portrait (1967).
Zebedee ilinningtiulluni quttinilingmi 9-mi
(1967-ngutillugn).

question: “What’s wrong with this
picture?”

What’s Wrong with this Picture?
The start of this experiment found
me at age 12, much more than a boy.
Born out on the land, one grew up
with very vivid and natural ambi-
tions: to be the best hunter possible,
to own and operate a dog team, and
to be capable in the ancient skills of
our fathers and grandfathers — whom
we had the good fortune to observe
in the earliest years of our lives.

Then suddenly radical change
turned life’s rhythms inside out and
upside down, negating the only order
of life we knew in one fell swoop!

Having to be “educated” accord-
ing to Qallunaaq ways was a seismic
shock to my generation. We were
to leave behind our “education” in
Inuit ways, grinding into the negative
by-products inevitable from such a
step. This upheaval started the unrav-
elling of our moorings to our families,
surroundings, language, and culture.
Our ancient bonds ruptured as we
lived a Future Shock, here and now,
in the world of Dick and Jane.

tajuukkut aulaniit taimaatsainalivalaun-
ngisiarmata angajuqqaatuaqaqsutillu
sikuvallianirmik sikuigpallianirmilu.
Angirrakainnaniqaqpalauratalu quvia-
suvvimmi makivvianiluunniit. Utira-
sualirattalu aujagsiuriaqtutsuta aqqutit-
tinni ajuqsiumavalaugpugut akunialuk
sikuigsiisuta qangatajuurluunniit aula-
ningitta taimaatsainnalinnginningit
pitjutautillugit.

Taimaimmalli kinguraigialiqitaava-
laugpugut pimmariugaluanit pijuqaru-
taujunit ilatta inuusinginni. Anaanat-
siara (aanaga) tuqulaugsimavuq iluvig-
tauninganilu takusimanagu. Najaapiga
nukagsigpaaq inuulilaugsimavuq taqgiit
sitamat aniguqtllugit aullarianngarnirma
kinguninganik, takugiulaugsimavaralu
taqqiqaliqtillugu 7-nik. Tlaali suqutaul-
luannginniraqtaugunnattuugaluat
tamakkua ajurnarmaaqtaulutik, kisiani
katappallianaqtunut katigsuppalliagu-
taullutik iliqqusiqarnikkut inuullu
ippiniagijangittigut. Nallingilluunniit
tamatuminga inuusitsaliurutimik aulat-
sijut uutturautilirijut tamatuma aaqjisi-
mautitsanginnik isumasimanningilat.

Qammigalakkut taqqiliarud silarjuatta
asianut Mars-mut tulattuviniuniraqtau-
tillugu qaujimajurjuasajaaluit anirniqar-
itsivauqqittuinnalaujuvut utaqqikalla-
tuinnaligsutik tusarviqarumagaluagsutik
taikanngat, isumajaarnimullu nipaittu-
tuinnauliqsutik. Tamanna takutsiaruti-
gilaujuvara taimaalluasiaq isumajaarna-
siurutivinirijutsanganit anaanama gimai-
simaqqamrnilimaanni ilannik. Uqaala-
vigituinnarunnalaugsimannginnakkit
talavuukkut qaujimagiallaviqaratiglu
ganuilirmangaarma kinakkuniimman-
gaarmalu sunasuarmangaarmalu. Taman-
nautillugu tavvaugunnaijiaviniujaaqpunga
tuqutjanngikkaluaqsunga.

Una ajjinnguaq sunamik isuanngit-
tuqtaqaqpa? Qaangagulli sunamik
sanatuillingajuqtaqanngittuugaluaq.
Kisianili qaumajutuinnaunngittumik
illuaniittuttaqagsimavuq upigijaqaqsu-
tik niqtuigutiqaqsutillu allatuviniit
takugunnasimanngitanganik, uvagullu
uutturautaujutigut namminiq uqausir-
illugit qaujimannaqtisigiarunnarata suli.
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IPFYC a5 PINLN DI 1968-I7
Back home for the summer; 1968.

When I went south in 1963, trans-
portation and communications in
our communities were still relative-
ly primitive. We heard from our
families only by mail and later by
reel-to-reel tape recordings. Air travel
was very irregular and dictated quite
strictly by ice conditions. There
were no trips home for Christmas
or Easter holidays. On our return
for summer holidays, we were often
stranded en route for weeks while the
ice broke up or aircraft problems
were sorted out.

It was thus that we missed out on
some very significant and defining
events in our families’ lives. My
grandmother died and I did not see
her buried. My youngest sister was
born four months after my first
departure, and she was seven months
old when I saw her for the first time.
No big deal, one might say about
such things — but it all added up
to an accumulation of cultural and
emotional deficits. None of the social
engineers masterminding the exper-
iment attempted to accommodate
these things.

Recently, the Mars lander sup-
posedly landed on that planet and
scores of scientists at NASA simply

Aujakkut nunangminut utigsimaliqtillugu 1968-mi.

Iliqqusikkut pirliniarnattuqsiuniq
Tuqqutausimannivut qallunaat akun-
ninganut aqqaumajutitausimagutigiju-
ujaagpavut sivummuagiaqarnimminut
kamakkutairusimajuqtituuqtumi suurlu
kaaqtatunut pigiaqtauqattaraluarniruni
taavunga taavunga sivummut ingirran-
ginnasuni ilaalitsiaq qallunaatitut inuu-
nialiqtilluta. Asuilaali sunalimaatsiatigut
sitsituqtaumaliratta qallunaangujaaq-
palilaugsimavugut taima.

Pivitsait uqaagunnavitsait Inuktitut
amigaqgpalaugput akuttujuutsutillu.
Aulajivunga ungaliumagiamik uqaala-
gatiqaqsunga inuuqatiganik talavaukkut
ippinaliqtillugu giinnianira tusaaguma-
nirmik uqausituqallarinnik. Atausivil-
lutaluunniit nirilaugsimanngilagut inuit
nigitsajanginnik. Kingummut takutsugu
kamanagsimajurivaligpara piusirluli-
laginninginnatta tamatuminga niqimik
pirliniarutigarnitinut, uvannuluarli tai-
mannganimmarialuk niqinniutaugama
inuit nigituinnanginnik.

Taatsumali uutturautauniup iluaniit-
illunga avatimiutaqagsimavugut kamat-
siatunik inuutsiatunillu, taimaimmallu
unikkaasanngilanga unnirlugutitsaqar-
nangalu sunamut pitsiataunnanngit-
tumut sukkujiangugutiqaqsimagiatsaq.
Kinnguumanavitjuasimajuit nuitallu-
rittuutsautigisimanngimmata qauji-
mannagqsisimalitainnasimatsutillu sia-
rugiangulirmat kisiani. Arraagunik
pingasuujuqtunik attuanigunnasiman-
ngilanga pirurnatuqtaqarninginnik
ilama inuusiliuqtaunaqtunik, angajutsi-
paamut tungalirijaullunga giturngari-
jaujuni 7-ni, tavvaujiaqagsimanngilanga
ilagiinnimi piruqsasiaqatiqarusirmik
angajuganik nukakkanillu najaakkanillu.
Taimaitillugu, sukkaittuugaluamik
sungiunnirijaugunnaippalliasimavunga
taakkunungat arraaguit naavallianinginni.

Inuuviqagsungali tamakkuninga
kinnguumanaqtujuaqtalitigut pijaarin-
ngitaraluannik piusiqtaasimavunga
nalliagut piruriigsimatsianngittutitut.
Nakugsimajuugaluaq tamatumunga
piusiutitamut tuqqutaunnirama piuliat-
siarunnasisimaliqsunga uqausiranik,
tamannalu uniugsigutigisimallukutsugu
takuminanngitumik piusiqarajalaurni-
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sat around and waited for word
from it in anxious silence. In
this, I saw the exact distress
that my mother must have
suffered in the early period of
my absence. I could not simply
phone home. They could not
know how I was, who I was
with, and what I was doing. In
many ways I had ceased to be
without dying.

What is wrong with this
picture? On the surface,
nothing much! But there was
an underside that the glowing
reports could not see, and
which we subjects could not
yet articulate.

Cultural Starvation

Our immersion in Qallunaat-

dom was more than a quick plunge.
It was like a submarine proverbially
damning all the torpedoes, plowing
ever onward on its mission to have
us live in a thoroughly Qallunaaq
way. By sheer exposure, we were
being transformed to be like
Qallunaat.

Occasions and opportunities to
speak Inuktitut were few and far
between. I recall lingering on the
phone to some other Inuk, very
conscious of trying to hang on to
the pleasure of hearing my mother
tongue. We never once ate any
traditional food. Looking back, I
consider it a miracle not to have
become unbalanced just from this one
form of starvation, having always
been very much a raw-meat-eater.

During my time inside this experi-
ment we were surrounded by good
people, so I have no abuse of any
kind to report. The deprivations
were subtle and became discernible
only after a longer term. For six
formative years, I could not lean
on the nurturing life support of my
family. As second oldest of seven
children, I had no access to the
familial nourishment of my four
brothers and two sisters. Inevitably,

Aot MR G 1994-
“An Eskimo Man,” August 1994.
“Inuk Iskimuujuq” Aagasi 1994-mi.

ranik: inuugaluarlunga inuktituurun-
nannginnimmik. Kisianili asinginnik
piusigsunngitjutitaqaqsimagivuq nui-
tanngiviqanngittunik aanninannginniq-
sausimagatillu atuutitsugit.

"Tagausimavugut allagunnasialiqsuta
inuyjugut atuagsigunnaligsutalu alla-
simajuliurunnaligsutalu qallunaati-
tut sungiutisimaliqsutalu qallunaat
Shakespeare pinasuagsimajannginnik,
saviujaqqajarunnaisutalu aputimik
panamut. Qaujimatsialigsimavugut
kisitsigutilirigutinik, natsiulu tingunga-
nik sungaigsigiamik naluligsuta. Uqau-
siqarungnaligsuta unikkaarunnasialiq-
sutalu pimmariqutaujunik pijuqarutivi-
nirnik Kanataup pirugpallianinganik
taigunnasugit arraagungit 1534, 1608,
1867, amma asingit, misigittaangillari-
ligsutalu namminiraluattinnik inuit
unikkaattuanginnik.

Ingirragatta suli sivammuavvigitsugu
gallunaani ilisaqtaunivut, amisuuniqsa-
tigut qanuigusiqtaalaugsimavugut tai-
vattaranilli atuutainnipaamit atuutiqar-
nipaamut illuvaqtavigarniup piusirluu-
titaangusimaninganik. Atuutairutsiasi-
magatta inuit pijunnarusituqangittigut
mitautitsannguqsimagutigitsugulu inuu-
qatigaluattinnut namminittinnut. Kisia-
nilittauq piiqviganngisialigsimavugut
atuutigarnipaanguviqaliqsutalu pina-
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I slowly but surely became a stranger
to them over the years.

Living those great lacks, by default,
turned me into a mutant product.

It was thanks only to having been
inserted into the program with a
very strong grip on my language
that I did not end up becoming a
most pitiful being: an Inuk who
could not speak Inuktitut. But there
were other contradictions, no less
graphic or painful.

Here we were, literate Eskimos,
able to read and write English, and
relate to the works of Shakespeare,
yet no longer able to cut snow blocks
with a pana (snow knife). Well versed
in calculus, we didn’t know how
to remove the sungaq (bile sac) from
a seal’s liver. We could recite the
important dates and events in Canada’s
history, 1534, 1608, 1867, and so on,
but no longer had a clue about our
own people’s unikkaatuat (legends).
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As we travelled further along our
Qallunaat training timeline, most
of us became afflicted with what I
call the Most Useless/Most Useful
Extremes Syndrome (MUMUES).
We became useless in the natural
Inuit skills and were made objects
of ridicule for it by our own people.
However, we were absolutely indis-
pensable for the growing dealings with
the government and interacting with
Qallunaat in general.

Those who have suffered famine
and starvation hold the imprints of
their experience for life. Cultural
starvation of the type I describe can

suagaugiaqalirninganut kavamaliriniup,
iluunaanuangajumillu gallunaat saannga-
jaugiaqalirninginnut.

Nautuinnait kaannaturjuasiuqgsimajut
pirliniarnasiugsimajuillu taimaittukkut
atuutilauqsimanirminit puigulaugsima-
nianngitaqtaasimasuuguvut inuusilimaa-
mini. [liqqusiqarniup pirliniarnasiuru-
taugunnaningit unikkaarataaqtama
atjingatigut piusirluutitaaqsimagutau-
gunnapput inuup kinaunirminik maki-
tatsiarusigijanganut qiliruqtaasimajuq-
titullu piusiqarutaugunnasutik iliqqu-
sitsiagigiaqarninganut. Amisutigut
taimaatigit qiliruqaqtutituugpugut.
saunngikkaluaqsutik qamungaulijumik
idjumik tarnittinnik killiisimagunnaput
uvattinnik taimaittukkuuqsimajunit.

Kingunaanikuit atuutisimajamut
Taatsuma uutturautausimaniup kingu-
niqagsimaningatalu inuusiqaqtisima-
vaanga pingasuinik inuusirnik atjigiin-
ngittunik: inutuinnaullunga inuuligsi-
magama saputiligarni airili 23, 1951-mi
pirugsasimatsungalu illuvigarni tupirnilu
arraaguqarnira 12-nik tikillugu, kajun-
girijaqagsimatsungalu asikkatitut suru-
siuqatikkatitut uumajugsiuqtiunirmik
pijunnagsijaqarumatsiasunga sivullirisi-
majaqtitut upigijaugumanniritsugu. ‘Tai-
malu inuusuruutariligsunga qallunaaka-
saannguriarnira pigiaqgpuq Augusi 14,
1963-mi ingirrasigiasitsunga atuutilaug-
simanngisiarnatukkut nutaanik isuma-
gasuarnatukkuurutinik pijariaqaliqgsunga
tamakkualu tamaita aniguivigitsugit.
Tamakkua anigulaugsugit angutinngup-
pallialigsunga ippinarjuatugsiusimavanga
taakkua silarjuak marruuk agjigiinngit-
siaqtuuk tamarmik tulliraariaqagsima-
gakkik.

Tamakkunani najuutilauqsimajuqti-
gut aviuqqapallialilaugsimagivugut atunit
aqqutigijattinnut aitiuqqalirmitsuta
ukiugtatumullu utirmitsuta. Kisianili
amisutigut angirrallarittinnut utilaug-
simagjagunnaippugut. Asitjigutiit uki-
uqtatumi inunginnilu ulitsimajut taik-
kunani arraaguni sunalimaanik ilitarna-
runnailasimammata piusirijaviniralu-
anginnit. Angirrarijavinivut qimattavi-
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cripple a person’s sense of identity
or scar his character. Many of us bear
these scars.

These scars are hidden from the
eye, but cut deep into our souls.

Epilogues

This experiment and its aftermath
has left me with three distinct life-
times: the Eskimo child born in
Saputiligait on April 23, 1951 who
lived in igloos and tents to age 12 and

aspired with other boys to attain the

hunting prowess admired in our fore-
fathers; then the adolescent neo-

Qallunaaq born August 14 1963 into

a journey fraught with unfamiliar
surroundings and new intellectual
challenges met and matched. This

produced a young man very aware of

the disparity between the two worlds
which I now straddle as a result.
Those of us who were in this
picture eventually drifted off to our
separate ways and returned north.
But many of us never really returned
Home. The changes that engulfed
the north and its people in those
years redefined everything beyond

20NN Aced¥ e Nl

AT D*LD% DS Parkway
Public School (dNrb%>0 6-T,
1963-r° 64-19 7.H. Putman
Intermediate School (dNob%>50 7-€
8-15 1964-I< 66-J19 <'L
Laurentian High School (YNc%s0
9-r< 11-15 1966-r< 69-19

Zebedee attended three schools in
Ottawa: Parkway Public School (grade
6, 1963-64), 7.H. Putman
Intermediate School (grades 7-8,
1964-66), and Laurentian High
School (grades 9-11, 1966-69).
Zebedee ilinniarvingni pingasuni
ilinmiarvigalaugsimavug
Ottawami:Parkway Public School
(Quttiniqaq&uni 6-mi, 1963-mit 64-
mut) F.H. Putman Intermediate
School (Quttinigag&runi T-mit §-mut,
1964-mit 66-mut) amma Laurentian
High School(Quttiniqaq&uni 9-mit
11-mut, 1966-mit 69-mut).

nivut qallunaaniinnimik pigialiqsuta
singitausimammata nunalirjuanut uki-
uqtaqtuup qaangani nappattavinirnut
iglugasaktaqaliqtunut, tauttungillu taik-
kuangutsiajagunnaisutik surusiuvigisi-
matsugit qimalauqsimajavut nunalin-
nguppallialirataaqtillugit.

Sivulligpaagusimajut inuit kingu-
vaanginni itiuqqatautsutik qallunaat
ilisaigusingitta iluani paannigiaqalilauq-
simagivut tavvasainnaujaaqtuq tapa-
naittukallaalunnik isumannalauqsiman-
nijangittunik sivuningagut. Pijarialim-
mariulirmata ajuinnarutaugiaqarningit
pijunnautitta ilitarijautitaugasuarningit
sulijugsalirutautigasuaqsugit. Kavama-
nut ajigiinngittunut nunarjuattinni
atuutiqatsiatuinnajanngimmarililaugsi-
mavugut. Amisuuniqsatigut piirvigan-
ngisiagsimavugut taimaittulirinirnik,
ikajugsimatsutalu kiputitaugunnann-
gittumik aaqiksimaniqtaatautitsisuta
inuuqatitta qanuilingaviugutinginnik
kavamautsutik aulatsijunut nunarjuat-
tinni Kanatami.

Uvagut uutturautiviniujugut nalu-
naijaigatausimallarikpugut inuusiit
pingajuinganik atjigijaunngimmijumit-
tauq inuusiinnit sivulliinit marruungnit.
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recognition. The homes we had
left at the start of this journey were
replaced by metropolises on the
tundra which had sprung up, only
slightly resembling the settlements
of our childhoods.

"The first generation of Inuit to
be systematically inserted into the
Qallunaat line of formal education had
to wrestle right quick with breath-
taking definitive events previously
unimaginable. The profound neces-
sity of fighting for the recognition
and respect of our rights by the var-
ious governments meant we were
more than merely useful: most of
us were absolutely indispensable to
these processes. We helped cause
an irreversible sea change in the
relationships our people had with
those who governed the country.

We experimentees were instru-
mental in defining a third lifetime,
one yet again very different from
the previous two. This one for me
started in January 1972, when I was
first elected to political office in an
Inuit organization three months short
of my 21st birthday. I served this cause
in some capacity or other for close to
three decades. In that time, we worked
toward settling land claims and
sought to attain self-determination.
"The result is an arctic our ancestors
would barely recognize.

The results of our experiences with
the Qallunaat were not all negative
ones. Much good has come out of
them. A thorough account of the
experiment, though, would also show
many dark periods in each of our lives.
Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome? I
don’t know. I do know that I will even-
tually tell and document the entire
story. I am determined to avoid
becoming a professional victim of it.

Our people deserve an accurate
record of this important episode of
history from those of us who have
lived it. This beginning is dedicated
to my fellow experience veterans,
and our parents, many of whom are
no longer with us.

Uvannulli taanna pigiarniqagsimajuq
Januari 1972-mi niruaqtaugianngarama
piniarnilirijiugataunirmut inuit timiqu-
tigijanganik taqqinut pingasunut sivu-
liugsugu 2 1-nik ukiuqtaanira. Pigutji-
gatausimavunga tamatuminga piga-
suaqtaujumik nallianituinnaq iniqaqsi-
matsunga arraaguit 30-kasat naatsugit.
Taikkunani arraaguni pinasuaqsimavu-
gut nunamik namminiqtaarutiit aaqi-
tautigasuaqsugit namminirlu aulatsi-
nirmik inuusittinnik pijaqarasuagsuta.
Tamakkutiguuna aaqitausimajuit piliq-
tillugit ukiuqtaqtuq piusiqtaasimavuq
sivullivinitta ilitarigajanngisialiqtanganik.

Atuutisimajatta piniarningit qallu-
naaniitilluta piunngituinnausimanngilat.
Amiganngittunittauq isuaqtumik pita-
qagsimagaluarivaq. Kisianili sunamil-
lugu unikkaarajaruttigu tamanna uut-
turautiviniq takutsataqarajaqpuq ami-
sunik taagsiunaqtukkuurutisimajattin-
nik inuusittinni atuniutilluta. Aksurur-
naturjuakkuuqtuviniit siquttitalilagiu-
tigisuunginnik qanuigusiqtaarniqpita?
Qayjimanngilanga. Qaujimavungali
unikkaariratalaarakku nuitaniqtaasiar-
lugulu unikkaasalimaat iluaniittut naa-
lugit. Unniugsisimagasuarumavunga
uqausitsatuaqarajarnimik pinirlutausi-
manirarnimik, sukkutausimanirarni-
millu unnilugutiqarnimik nipaqaruti-
tuaqarumananga.

Inuuqativut nalautsijumik unikkau-
jausimagiaqaqput tamatuma pimmari-
up pijuqarutausimaninganik uvattini
inuusirisimatsugu aniguisimajunit pit-
illugu unikkaaq. Ukua pigiarniligutiit
turaarniqaqtippakka taimaittumik
atuutiqatigisimajalimaakkanut anga-
juqqaarijattinnullu (ataatakkuttinnut)
amisutigut tamakkua inuugunnaisi-
maliraluaqtillugit.
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